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The Huygens Mission to Titan: Overview and status
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Huygens is an entry probe designed to descend under parachute through the atmosphere of Titan, Saturn's

largest moon. The Huygens Probe is provided by the European Space Agency (ESA) for the

Cassini/Huygens mission to Saturn and Titan. The Huygens mission will be conducted on the 3rd orbit

around Saturn. The probe will be released around December 25, 2004 for entry in Titan on January 14,

2005 at about 9:00 UTC. This paper provides an overview of the Huygens mission and of its payload with

emphasis on the measurements that are most relevant to the workshop theme. The status of the probe and of

the mission is reviewed. The work done for the Entry and Descent Trajectory Reconstruction is discussed

as an introduction to the Huygens-related papers that will follow. The Cassini/Huygens mission is a joint

undertaking by NASA and ESA, with ASI (Italian Space Agency) as a partner via a bilateral agreement

with NASA.


